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help our emperor and father; nor will you look indifferently upon the misery of our people,"
The assembled chiefs then raised an army numbering more than 10,000 horsemen, and Ta-shi appointed officers and furnished the troops with arms.
In the following year (1121), in the second month, on the day faa wu, Ta-shi, after sacrificing a black bull and a white horse to heaven, to earth, and to his ancestors, put his troops in order and set out for the west. He had previously sent to Pi-le-ko, king of the Hui-lm (Uigurs), a letter of the following tenor: " In times past, my ancestor, the Emperor Teai tsu, who directed his army to the north, when passing through the city of Bu-gu-han,m sent an envoy to your ancestor, Wu-mu-chu, in Kan chou,5bl with the following message: 'Do you still cherish the remembrance of your ancient country? I shall occupy it for you if you wish to return.' But your ancestor thanked the emperor, saying that his people had left their ancient abodes for more than ten generations, that all were quite happy in their present country, and that there was no desire to return to their original patrimony. This proves that we have been for a long time on good terms with your people. It is now my intention to advance westward to the Ta-shi,m and I ask permission to pass through your country. Do not entertain suspicion." Pi-le-ko having received this letter, immediately went to meet Ta-shi; and on reaching his encampment, three days were spent in entertainment. When Ta-shi started again, the king presented him with 600 horses, roo camels, and 3000 sheep; and to prove his sincerity gave some of his sons and grandsons as
asQ JSoJka JKJian, a famous khan of the Uigurs, who had his residence near the place where afterwards Karakorum was built. See, farther on, my notice of the Uigurs.
051 The present JTan choufu in Kan su.
889 By this name the Arabs were known to the Chinese. See my pamphlet "On the Knowledge Possessed by the Chinese of the Arabs/' &o., 1871,